FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
ditions, they naturally threatened to close them
down altogether.
So the politicians had to intervene once more
and to subsidize the whole industry, assuring to
the miners their wages and to the owners their
profits out of the public purse, until such time as
the Government could make up its mind either to
allow economic laws to have their natural effects
or (as seems far more probable) to take over the
mines itself, and to devise some practicable
scheme for operating them. But the latter alterna-
tive will only make the present crisis chronic, and
gives no guarantee whatever that the mines -will
so be operated as to produce coal at such prices
as will nourish industry at home or find a market
abroad* In short, the coal industry, once our
main source of economic strength, has now
turned vampire and fastened itself on the nation
to suck the life-blood of its industry.
At any rate the coal subsidy means that all
industry is taxed and handicapped in order that
foreigners may be induced to buy our coal more
cheaply than it is produced. Coal miners are to
continue to get their wages, and coal owners their
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